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A Derry Twp. landlord drops its lawsuit.
against a bar after the operator agrees -
to no more scantily clad women’

BY NICK MALAWSKEY

nmalawskey@patriot-news.com

The twin golden poles — the source
of so much controversy in recent
weeks — have been removed from
Shane’s City Limits in Derry Twp.

On Thursday, the bar and its land-
lord, Room One Corp., reached a set-
tlement in a lawsuit against the bar -
by the landlord.

Room One attorney Paige Macdon-
ald-Matthes announced the. settle-
ment just before testimony was to

Potter said. “A little
bit longer. Hang in -
there.” _ %
‘When the time "
‘'was up, a whistle
blew, the books
. - went away and the
. children filed upstairs, ready B : -
for dinner and more than an . Nigeria Lincoln, 7, reads a Disney Princess hook,
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resume in an emergency-injunction wel
hearing in Dauphin County Court. pec
“There will be no more strip clubs B
“in Derry Twp.,” she said, later adding was
her client was “very satisfied” with his
the outcome. one
The resolution brings to an end boc
a week of outcry not only from the The
bar’s landlords but from the com- T
munity, where concerns were raised nic]
about the proximity of the establish- fro
ment to residential areas and the im- acc
pact it could have on Hershey’s im- him
-age as a family destination. per,
Located off Hersheypark Drive, ano
the business featured dancers at least gal.
four nights in the past week, women T
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A SPEEDIER TAX REFUND

The federal government figures it can
save around $40 million if it doesn’t
have to send out paper tax-refund -
checks.

So next week, the Trea-
sury will ask 600,000
Americans to take part in

- a pilot program in which"
) they’d get their refunds
- on a MyAccountCard
Visa pre-paid debit
card.

Not only would
the government

save money, but

taxpayers would
have quicker ac-
cess to their money.

- nmalawskey@patriot-news.com

When John “Ski” Sygielski
takes the reins at Harrisburg
Area Community College in
July, he’ll be walking into a
higher-education  organiza-

- tion with growing enrollment,
five campuses and a $150 mil-
lion operating budget.

tion, Mouhnt
Hood Com-
munity Col-
lege, -
the institution .
faced declining enrollment,
. a tight reserve fund and a
campus that hadn’t changed
" in almost 30 years.".
Working in the MHCC

New HACC chief appreciates co

John Sygielski, who starts in It's a dif . system, Sygielski was
July, said he's seen the institu-  ferent. en- . to turn around the schc
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their hometowns. than in- its fund balances, estab

o o his  previ- academic programs
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percent administrative
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wcreased strength of
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.the fact that people
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k record. .

ot a real history of suc-
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:r a while,” Capita said.

Mldstaté oltlook .

' The Capital Regiori ws nof the only
.. United Wy i the midstate to benefit
~frdm a bounce in the economy..

* fnet its $6.9 million goal after two v
+ yiéars of falling short, said Executive
irector Robert Woods. : -

Tyon Evans is just happy some
of that money malkes its way to

“the Boys & Girls Club on Berryhill
Road in South Allison Hill. His four .

children have gone there for years.
“They used to be nonsocial, but

they started going to the club, and

they started to meet people and

loosen up a bit,” Evans said.

Shadaya Reynolds doesn’t get
home from work until 5:30 at
night. Neither does the father of

_their three children.

“By the time I get home and
cook dinner,” Reynolds said, “T
don't have to help the kids with
their homework so much, Instead,

- Ijust re~-check it.” -

That's because of Power Hour,
the time from 3:30 to 4:30 when ev-
ery kid at the club, from those in el-
ementary school to the recent high
schiool graduates, have to study.

“As long as you're reading, do-

SO TP (- B
- Thie United Way of Yoik County . "o The United Way of Lelsa
" County isabbut $231,0600 shol

its goal; said Exécutive Dire
offman, but is accepting d
for tiiio riore weels.
o domate: www.u

ing math, science or social stud-
ies, something academic, it's going
to help them,” Hollins said.

Fourth-grader Ariel Peterson
spent part of Thursday’s Power Hour
working on an art project for school.

“I'm having fun, but I'm'getting
my work done at the same time,”
she said. .

And if she weren’t at the club?

“I'd just be bored,” she said.

For some of the older boys, the
club is a safe haven.

“It’s better being in here than out
on the street and getting in trouble
alot,” said Scott Comreg, 18.

Power Hour is one of the pro-
grams that the United Way pays
for, Hollins said.

The club members aren’t the
only ones getting to work. Plan-
ning for the Unitéd Way of the
Capital Region’s 2011 campaign
begins next week,

G
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officials announced
ppointment this week.
: Edna Baehre, who re-
IACCin]July to become
f Napa Valley Commu-
: in California.
ot be long before Sygiel-
s first real challenge: a
of local school districts
1bout ‘the amount they
yto HACC. ’

v, I don’t think it's a
a ‘will be,” he said.
exciting, too. ... I look
t.”
said he encountered
ations at a community
"irginia that was fund-
y seven local counties.
able to work it out,” he

to earn his

ve to,

$210,000-a-year salary as the com-
mander in chief of Pennsylvania's
oldest and second-largest commu-
nity college.

But, Sygielski said, though his
most recent position took him to
Oregon, he's not unfamiliar with
HACC. . .

“HACC has been a part of my
world for over a decade,” he said, re-
ferring to his work with the Ameri-
can Association of Community Col-
leges. “It has a very solid reputation.
... It's a phenomenal place.”

A veteran of the community col-
lege world, he’s served as a president *
at two other community colleges
and as a vice chancellor for the Vir-
ginia Community College system.

His foray into higher education
followed several years as a teacher
and corporate trainer.

A graduate of Northern Illinois
University, where he received his
doctorate, Sygielski said he chose
a career in community college
education because of the good
those schools do in their commu-
nities.

Growing up in a former steel
town in Ohio, he saw several
friends gdin access to an advanced
&7'{:2’-:"7'
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education through the local com-
munity college.

Aside from his knowledge of the
community college system, Sygiel-
ski said he will bring his “ears”
when he joins HACC in July.

His first goal will be to “listen
and understand what is going on.”

“I don't. know enough yet,” he
said. “I don't know the real issues,
You have to be there,to know it ...
to really understand it.”

Sygielski has a while before he
lands in central Pennsylvania. He-
said he hasn’t started house hunting,

But he’s Iooking forward to mov-
ing to the area, attracted by some'
of the recreational opportunities
he saw while visiting.

An avid outdoorsman, Sygielski
enjoys running and bicycling, two
sports the area offers ample op-
portunity to indulge in.

While he missed this year'’s
Pennsylvania Farm Show, he said
he was looking forward to visiting
it next year, right across the street
from his new office.

But he seemed a bit mystified by
the idea of a gigantic butter statue.

And for the record, it’s pro-
nounced “suh-GILL-ski.”

it
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scantily clad in bikinis or
thongs dancing on a raised
stage. .

The taproom operator
agreed to stop hosting danc-
ers and will comply with all
Derry Twp. zoning require-
ments. In exchange, Room
One will forgive the bar a
large part of its unpaid rent
and end its lawsuit to poten-
tially expel its tenant.

Under the terms of the
agreement, Room One set-
tled Shane’s unpaid rent and
taxes, roughly $36,000, for
$6,000. Once the $6,000 is
paid, Room One will for-
mally dismiss its lawsuit
against Shane's City Limits,
according to the settlement.

Room One sought the in-
junction after it learned that
the bar had started to feature
bikini-clad dancers last week.

The company said it filed
the injunction to proteéct itself
from a potential zoning cita-
tion from Derry Twp., which
issued a violation motice to.
Shane’s and Room One on
Monday. The township zon-
ing ordinance bars nightclubs.

- If the bar wa's found to be
in violation, it and its land-
lord could have been fined
up to $500 per day until the
bar came into compliance.

With the settlement an-
nounced Thursday and the
cessation of dancing, the
bar should be back in com-
pliance with the township.

Derry Twp. Director of
Community Develppment
Ed Small said the township

zoning violation against the
bar and its landlord.

Small said the township

might take another look at
its zoning ordinances once
the matter is closed.
" A point of contention be-
tween the bar and the town-
ship was ‘the definition of
the term “nightclub” and
the lack of a definition for
the term “entertainment” in
its zoning ordinance.

Small, who found out
about the settlement at the
courthouse, said the town-

. ship was satisfied with the

outcome of the case:
“As long as he is in com-
pliance,” Small said. “That’s

- the goal.”

‘Bar owner Shane Mrakov-
ich described the settlement
as a “win-win” for everyone
involved. Neither Mrakovich
nor his attorney, Bruce War-
shawsky, were present for the
settlement announcement.

When reached by phone,
Mrakovich "said he was
pleased with the outcome and
felt that both parties had been
able to reach a middle ground.

Mrakovich will continue
to operate his business as
Shane’s City Limits, although
he will be restricted to doing
so as a bar and restaurant.

He said Shane’s likely will .
continue to feature its usual
food and drink specials, and
karaoke — just no dancers.

He said that’s fine with him.

“We "already took down
the poles,” he said, “We'll go
back to business as usual.”
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